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PLAIN TALK. 








Gaskell’s Magazine, 


Commencing with the January issue, took the place of the 
Penman’s Gazette. A fine portrait of GENERAL LOGAN 
is January’s frontispiece ; of PROF. SWING, in February ; 
of JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL, in March. Price only 
$7.00 a year ; single copies, zo cents. 


We give away a handsome Pen and Ink Picture, ‘‘Cen- 
tennial Progress of St. Louis’’ [Price 50 cents,] size about 
2x3ft., to every yearly Subscriber. 

Trial trip of three months for 20 cents. 

January number and the Picture sent on receipt of 20 cents. 


INCOMPARABLE! 


LOS OE 


iu 


TING 


These pens were first manufactured in small lots for our 
own and our students’ use only. Becoming known among 
good writers, the demand for them has rapidly increased, un- 
til, at present, we send through the mails, postage paid, to all 
parts of the United States and Canada, over sixteen thousand 
small boxes a year! They are the smoothest running, the 
most elastic, and the most duradde steel pens ever put on 
the market, thousands of the most flattering testimonials of 
their excellence, from professional penmen and _ business 
writers everywhere. 

Put up in handsome quarter-gross boxes. Forty cents for 
single box, post-paid, or four boxes for $1.25. In boxes of 
one gross each, $1.00 per box. 


GHT— 


The Orthodactylic Penholder. 


A Good Position Made Certain. 



































The object of this penholder is to comfel people to hold 
their pen correctly. The use of it will reform bad hand- 
writing. Sent by mail on receipt of zocents. Three for 25 cents. 


Young people have long needed a complete and thorough 
self-teaching System of Penmanship, by means of which at 
odd-hours, they could acquire a graceful and elegant hand- 
writing at home. 

The only System of that kind which has met with any great 
success is 


Gaskell’s Compendium of Penmanship. 


It consists of four parts—Cofpy -slits, Book of instructions, 
Ornamental sheet and case. It is not simply a book. Nobody 
in the world ever learned to write from a book alone. Zhe 
compendium package contains a small book, but the exercises 
for practice are all given on the Copy Sheets, of which there 
are eighteen, w7zth alphabets. It is designed equally for all 
ages and stages of advancment; for Ladzes and Gentlemen, 
as also for Girls and Boys, Among the many models for 
practice it gives: 

BOLD BUSINESS WRITING, 
Consisting of Movement Exercises, Invoices, Notes, Ledger- 
Headings, Model Signatures, etc., etc. 


LADIES’ PENNMANSHIP 
Of the most elegant description, as used in Letters, Notes, 
Invitations, Cards, and Albums. 


ORNAMENTAL WORK 
For those wishing to attain to the highest possible proficiency; 
off-hand Flourishing of Birds, Swans, Quills, Scrolls, etc., an 
German Text, Old English and other Lettering. 

All the above are in the form of wrzttex and other pen 
exercises. They are accompanied with a small Book oF In- 
STRUCTIONS, neatly illustrated, containing full directions for 
acquiring perfect control of the pen, and correctness in form. 
This combination complete will be mailed to any address, 


post-paid, for 
ONE DOLLAR. 
Combination offer. Send us $1.45 and we will mail a Com- 
pendium, % gs. Box Pens, Ortho. Holder, 3 mos. trial trip 


Gaskell’s Magazine, and Centennial picture. Always mention 
Plain Talk. Address: 


FIRE: 





79 Wabash Ave., Chicago, I. | 





THE WORLD MOVES! (ON TRACTS——- 


A GREAT INVENTION WHICH INTERESTS 
ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS & PROPERTY 
OWNERS. 


CLIMAX RAIL 


FOR SLIDING DOORS. 


It is of simple and durable construction. The door 
runs smoothly and without noise. It can be put down 
in old buildings as well as new, without disturbing 
paint cr casings; it is level with the floor and 


OFFERS NO OBSTRUCTION 
to the moving of Furniture. No danger of persons 
tripping over it in walking or dancing, and what 
CANNOT be said of any other rail made, 

THE DOOR CANNOT GET OFF 
THE TRACK. 

It is made of polished brass, giving a finished ap- 
pearance to the doorway, AND IT Is CHEAP. 

Every Architect should specify these rails. Every 
Builder should use them. Every Property Owner 
should take out the old style and put these in their 


place. Write at once for full descriptive Circular and 
Price List to 


The Climax Rail Co., 


134 WATER ST., N. Y. 


Bes Dont fail to mention PLAIN TALK. 


THE 


. 


“BOYS AND GIRLS! 
SOMETHING FOR YOU, 


THE BOSS SLATE PENCIL SHARPENER, 


THE BEST THING EVER GOT UP FOR SHARPENING 
SLATE. PENCILS. 

We want you to act as our Agent in your place. The 
one selling the most SHARPENERS between now and May 
1st, 1888, will receive a 
SPLENDID NICKEL PLATED MAGIC LANTERN 

WITH SIXTY VIEWS. 

Size of Lantern, 7x9x10 inches. Send 6cts for sample 

Sharpener, Prices to Agents, Circular of other Prizes, etc. 


As TH: BARRONS; 
52 Bellevue Street, ILARTFORD, CONN. 
Mention PLAIN TALK. 











$80 A MONTH and expenses paid any active person 

to distribute circulars and sell goods, or $40 a 
Month and expenses to distribute circulars only; sala- 
ries paid monthly. Samples of our goods and contract 
free. Send ioc. for postage, packing, etc; we mean 
business. UNION SUPPLY CO., 137 W. 
Quincy Street, Chicago, Ill. 


YOUNG MEN 


LEARN STEAM ENGINEERING, 


and earn $100. per month. Send your nameand 1o cents 
in stamps to F, KEPPY, Engineer, Bridgeport, Conn. 


GARD Book of HIDDEN NAME Cards, 


13 Funny Stories, 580 Verses, Songs, Riddles, 
paper, allfora2cstamp. HOME AND YOUTH, Cadiz, Ohio. 











Speeches, Etc., and acopy of our finely illustrated 








ELEGAN BOOK of valuable information, 1000 engrav- 
ings, 112 pages, sent postpaid for toc. next 30 
days. C. E. Katscu & Co., Box 1114, New Haven, Conn. 


TYPE WRITER for $2.00, postpaid. Cheap, Practical, 

and Durable, 20 to 30 words a minute 
can be written. GEO. R. BLAKELY, Bradiord, McKean 
County, Pa. 





5 CHROMO CARDS, name on, toc.; 3 Pcks. 25c. Agents 
wanted. D. TAFT, 163 Bleecker Street, N. Y. 





BOOK ON WATCH REPAIRING, &c., 124 pages. Sent 

postpaid for 34 cents in stamps. WM. LEHR, 

Bremen, Ind. 

TH GAME OF FORTUNE and 50 Songs for 5 cents. 
Address, J. D. GRAY, Augusta, Me. 














———— 1888 ADVERTISING 
SHOULD BE MADE Now: 


Remember the circulation of PLAIN TALK is many times 
larger than that of any of its Philatelic contemporaries. 














" Newspaper 
Advertising” 


A BOOK OF 266 PAGES DEVOTED TO THE 
SUBJECT OF 


NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING. 


[rsaiirs emer Sas 
Every Advertiser, whether an experienced 
or only an intending one, should possess a 


copy. Sent post-paid on receipt of 30 cents. 


GEO. P. ROWELL & CO., 


Newspaper Advertising Bureau, 
10 SPRUCE ST., NEW YORK. 





YOU name, business and address on a self-inking stamp 
complete with ink, box, etc. Sent post-paid for sev- 

enty-five cents. Gero. R. BLAKELY, 
Bradford, McKean County, Pa. 


FOR LADIES ONLY. I will send any Lady a 

valuable secret, that cost me five dollars, and a Rub- 
ber Shield, on receipt of 30c. Address, Mrs. A. KINSMAN 
& Co., 192 W. Jackson St., Chicago, II]. 











THE OWL A spicy paper, 4 months on trial, 10 cents. 

* Samples, terms and catalogues of novelties, 

etc., only 2 cents. OwL PUBLISHING Co., Putney, Vt. 
Please mention this paper. 


YOUR NAME inserted in our Directory for rocts. Silver. 
AGENTS NAME DiREcTORY, Box 110, Pottstown, Pa. 
REVOLVER Scarf Pins, 30c. each, to close out. Heaviest 
plate, worth $1. F.C. T. Davis, Box 21, Salem Mass. 


PACK May IC U Home Cards, One Pack Escort Cards, One Pack 
Flirtation Cards, One Pack Hold-to-the-Light Cards, The Mystic Oracle, 
with which you can tell any person’s age; and large samplo book of Hide 
den Name Cards, All for only a 2-cent stamp, Banner Card Co., Catix, 0. 


39 Funny Selections, Scrap Pictures, etc., and nice Sam- 
ple Cards for 2c. HILL PUB. CO., Cadiz, Ohio. 


WHY NOT send toc. for the Zra and News, 6 months on 
trialand have your name and address inserted 
in 2 Mammoth Directories FREE, and you will receive 
lots of reading matter, samples, &c. Try us. 
ERA PUBLISHING CO., Goodrich, Mich. 


REE! You will receive hundred of Samples, 

i. Papers, Catalogues, Magazines, etc., 

Sree, by sending toc. to have your name and address 

inserted in the AGENTS’ LIGHTNING DIREC- 

TORY, which goes to firms all over the U.S. A copy sent 
each name. L A. DITERS, Burlington, Conn. 


G 4 HIDDEN NAME CARDS, wp2<reese seme 




















? tricks, money making se« 
crets, album verses, and the largest and finest samplo book of new style 
ecards over issued, All for a 2-cont stamp, Steam Card Works, Station 15, 0. 


GENT we have it: the Little Flirt 10 cents. Address 
i E. M. LOCKWOOD, Bellaire Ohio. 


UNIO PARER AND CORER._ Best thing out for 
Agents. Sample 15c. Circulars free. 
WHARTON & CO.,Marysville, O. 


32 COLUMN ILLUSTRATED PAPER. 
BOOK of LOVELY SAMPLE CARDS, 
Alphabet of Success, 535 Conundrums, etc., big lot of 
humorous stories and full outfit, all for only 2 cents, and our splendid paper for 
Young people with £5 fine engravings sent free. HILL PUL. CO., Cadize Ohio 
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BRAINS GIVEN AWAY. 


if set about to perform a pleasant task. 

To aid in illuminating this world with the steady 
rays of unbiassed intelligence, to help extend the 
boundaries of progressive science, and to pick up 
the unenlightened by the loose part’of their clothes 
and hold them up and saturate them with the blind- 
ing glare of a superior intellect, is to me a duty that 
I perform with great 
pleasure. 

So with a large num- 
ber of inquiring letters 
to Pratn TALK before 
me that have baffled the 
skill of the rest of the 
editorial staff, ~ and 
warped their brains into 
various stages of deform- 
ity, I feel quite at home. 

Number one is a 








If it were not for his leaning toward a store job, 
I would speak to the Mayor about him, so that if a 
vacancy happened in the Board of Education, he 
would know just where to lay his hand on a good 
man. 

Miss Ella wants a selection, which would be appro- 
priate to write in a gentlemen’s autograph album, 
and as that is right in my line I respond with 
alacrity : 

“Mr. Dusenberry, really, 
tho’ I don’t intend a slight, 
Please allow me to remind 
you, that your trousers fit 
too tight”’; 


or, in another vein— 


“Charley, tho’ we all think 
you’re a dandy, and Per- 
fection’s self you seem, 
All the girls would like you 
better, if you spent more 
on ice cream.” 


Many people take lit- 
































large faded sheet from a 
ledger, with number 164 
in blue on the upper 


tle mottoes from the Bi- 
ble, the Almanac and 
the Directory, and they 




















left hand corner. ‘This 


seem to suit well enough ; 



























































in fact it does seem that 








indicates that the writer, 
Amos Worming, has 
sacrificed the neatness 
of his book-keeping in 
his mad thirst for knowl- 
edge. He“ 1s €ightéen 
years and has worked 
on a farm all his life, 
but is getting sick of it. He would like to get some 
“« possition ’’ in some good store in New York. 

His penmanship exhibits a remarkable degree of 
originality, and an unnecessarily lavish use of ink. 

The several places where, in its enthusiasm, his 
pen has punctured the paper and decorated the sur- 
rounding area with inky constellations, may be to 
his sense artistic, but in this town they add no lustre 
to the author’s name. 








the further off they are 
from sense or reason, the 
more they are liked. 
Obituary poetry used 
to have a strong hold, 
and in view of what I 
have just remarked con- 
cerning lack of sense, you might be able to use the 
following little gem, which used to bring tears to my 
eyes as I read it in my little Sunday School book : 


Go bury Bartholomew out in the woods 
In a beautiful hole in the ground, 
Where the grasshoppers hop and the wood-peckers peck, 
| And the June bugs skate gaily around. 


OscaR H. LEar. 
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PLAIN TALK TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


N. B.—Correspondents ,will please take particular notice that we 
do zot return gold watches or other articles sent to us. 


SILas SIDEBOTTOM, Soft Snap County, Dakota, 
writes : 
EDITOR OF PLAIN TALK: 


Dear Siy—I am a subscriber to your paper and I want your 


advize. Some time ago I receive a sircular from a man in York 


wantin to sen me som grene goods he ses he wood sen me 
$300 dollers fer $100 dollers du you think it is awl right anser 
sune. How is mi hanwriting 
Mr. SIDEBOTTOM : 

Dear Friend—Your handwriting is pretty fair for 
a farmer, which we take you tobe. About the green 
goods, we say it is lucky you consulted us, as other- 
wise you would certainly have been fleeced. If you 
have $100 to spare, the best thing you can do is to send 
it on to PLain Tak and receive in return a two 
hundred year subscription. It is a good investment, 


as PLAIN TALK will never be cheaper than it is now. 


Mrs. DeE.LIRIA Haslett 


County, Nebraska, writes : 


TREMENS, Eatontown, 


EDITOR PLAIN TALK: 

Dear Siy—\ am thinking of opening a restaurant and saloon 
here, there being none in our town I thinkit might pay me. Will 
you please give me an idea how to make up a bill of fare New 
York style. What do you think of my handwriting. 

Dear Madam—The editor of this paper carries 
his lunch, but we will state a couple of sample iteins 


—t. @.: 
BILL OF FARE: 
HOTEL D’TREMENS. 
Stuffed Veal—without the stuffing . 
Roast Turkey—Cranberry sauce . . ins eee pice et AOC! 
Trial size, Ioc. 





. 30¢. 


In regard to your handwriting, let us say that if 
you have any more correspondence with us we would 
be extremely obliged to you if you will purchase a 
ty pewriter. 





SQUIRE BULWINKLE, Bangor, Maine, writes: 
FpirorR PLAIN TALK: 


Sir—Please let me know a sure cure for baldness. How is 


my handwritings 

We are willing to answer almost any question our 
readers may ask, but we cannot, Mr. Bulwinkle, give 
away our Bald Head cure. ‘The price is 5oc. a bot- 
tle and. sent ‘Ci:Q=: Dinonetecciptier »price.. -Our 
bald-headed editor worked a great many golden 
hours preparing this article and we have to se// it. 











PLAININGS. 
USINESS MANAGER.—<‘“ What d’ye find in 


your stocking Christmas morning ? ”’ 
Editor.—‘‘ Corns.”’ 





T doesn’t take much to make a one-legged man 
‘‘ hopping mad.’’ Steal his wooden leg and see. 








ERCHANTS at this season of the year generally 

“take stock,’’ and nothing is thought of it. 

We once knew a man in Montana who “ took stock ”’ 
and was lynched for it. 








MAN on Gates avenue claims to have Irish 
blood in his veins because he wears a Cork leg. 








eee BARRYMORE has started a new Soci- 
ety for the Suppression of Vyse. 








eee city editor of the London Zzmes has just 

died, leaving a fortune of £124,000. If the 
editors of some of our Metropolitan dailies should 
die they could eclipse that sum by several thousand. 
But it would be lbs. of waste paper. 








A FAMILY TRAIT. 


LARA—‘‘T understand, Beatrice, that you are 


receiving attentions from Mr. Suckakane. 
Quite a society man, too.’’ 
BEATRICE—‘‘ Yes, my dear, and he’s so pol- 


oie] 





ished 

CLara—‘‘ He ought to be polished ; for you know 
his father is a boot-black and has a stand with six 
chairs on Broadway.”’ 


HE CAUGHT ON. 


USTOMER—‘“‘I want a_ business suit, Mr. 
Shrinkwell ; something not too loud ; some- 





thing appropriate to my business, you know.’’ 
TatLor—‘‘ Ah, yes. What is your business? ’’ 
‘¢ Cashier of the 25th Ward National Bank.”’ 
‘J should think, then, that a cutaway would be 
the most appropriate.”’ 





NY is the time to subscribe and take advantage 

We shall with- 
draw them soon and somebody will regret this 
neglect. Subscribe this minute. 





of our liberal premium offers. 
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NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS. 


The holidays are over now, 
He calmly said one night, 
Pll make a resolution and stick to it like glue; 
I'll lay away the pipe, 
And the sickly cigarette, 
Get up to-morrow morning and begin my life anew. 


Tl] join you chap, said Jack his friend, 
I’m tired of this thing, 

This running round of evenings and spending of one’s tin. 
Pl just let up on billiards 

And lay my dust away, 
And sometime I’ll have something laid by for a rainy day. 


Mamma, said she that evening, 
I’ve something good to tell, 
I’ve given up going to Germans, and so has sister Nell; 
No more parties or balls, mamma, . 
We’re going to be right good, 
And knit and do the housework, as any daughters should. 


What is it that makes them all so good ? 
The old gent muttered that eve, 
It’s all on account of swearing off, I verily do believe; 
But as they’ve started the racket 
T’ll swear right off myself, 
T’ll let the bottle alone for awhile, and lay it on the shelf, 


ONE WEEK LATER. 
Where are you going to, James ? said she; 
Only as far as the club, said he; 
And where are you going to, Mary, my dear ? 
To a ball, but I’ll be home early, don’t fear. 
Please mam, said the servant, 
There’s a man down stairs, 
Who says the old gent 


Is full to his ears. 
CONN. 





HER VALENTINE. 





They say I’m pinched and stale, 
And use powder by the pail, 

But I don’t. 
I’m a little over twenty, 
Papa knows my age, 
I should have lovers plenty, 

But I don’t. 


«Who'll be my valentine?” 
Is what I sit and whine; 
The letter that I longed for never came. 
The days are past and gone; 
I can sing the same old song, 
Who’ll be my pretty little 
Valentine ? 














The letter’s here at last, 
Though many years have passed ; 
What then? 
His name is on this line; 
Who is my valentine ? 
Dutch Hen. 


“Dutch Hen’s my valentine,’ 
Is what I sit and whine. 
The letter that I longed for now is here. 
The days may skip and fly, 
Dutch Henny is my pie, 
He’s clumsy, but he’s my dear 
Valentine. 


DINKPAN. 





LEAP YEAR. 


They sat alone in silent thought, 
Their hands were clasped so tight ; 
He planted a kiss upon her lips, 
It’s just one week to-night. 


She’d made up her mind that evening, 
On a matrimonial attack, 

And if the hints didn’t catch him, 
A joke on marriage she’d crack. 


He’d courted her the past ten years, 
And never ¢ke word had said; 
For matrimonial talk with him 
Had long ago been dead. 


And as she saw no possible chance, 
She grew extremely tired, 

And thought she’d open the ball at once, 
And of his health inquired. 


Then spoke she of the heavenly skies, 
The moon and stars o’erhead ; 

Then toward the course of true-love she 
Her conversation led. 


So she hemmed and hawed around it, 
And slowly wasted her breath ; 

Until finally becoming desperate, 
She said, “ Now look here Seth,” 


‘For ten long years you’ve hung ’round here, 
Now what are you going to do ? 
Are you going to pop the question to me, 
Or am I to pop to you?” 


‘«« And as its Leap Year, here she goes,” 
“Never mind, 

I’d a had you five or six years ago, 
But I hadn’t the courage to pop.” 


”? 


said he, “I drop, 


Conn. 
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PUBLISHED EVERY MONTH AT 61% PATCHEN AVENUE, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y.,.BY 
PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING COMPANY. 
(INCORPORATED.) 
WM. J. MYERS, Epiror. ’ | E. VAN SCHAACK, MANAGER. 





SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
IN ADVANCE. 

PER ANNUM, - 50 Cents. | Stx Monrus, - 3O CENTS. 

To Foreign Countries, 75 Cents per annum. 





ADVERTISING RATES. 





I MO. 2 MOS. 3 MOS. 6 MOS. I YR. 
OneTncheeeek 2, ee $1.00 $185 $ 2.65 $ 5-15 $ 9.35 
‘Two lnchesia ts. once I 85 3.60 5.15 &-35 17.90 
Three Inches . Beets 81S 5.15 7.45 14.10 26.65 
Five dnchesis= cue aes 4.40 8.40 12.20 23.00 44.00 
OnesGolumn sy ees 8 oc 15.20 21.65 41.00 78,00 
One Page . . : 21 65 41.00 60.00 113-00 215-00 


Advertisements to occupy less than one inch space will be charged 
I cents per line, and MUST be paid for in advance. 


AvVERTISING AGENT, GEO H. RICHMOND, No 5 BEEKMAN ST., 
New YORK. TO WHOM ALL CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO ADVER- 
TISING MUST BE ADDRESSED. 











LEGANT book of poems free to new subscribers 
during the month of February. 





ANY of our friends called on New Year’s day to 
pay their compliments to the crock, and the 
crock was in his happiest mood. 








N EW Year’s resolutions are generally made of very 
poor material, and we venture the assertion 
that the knees of many of them are worn out already. 








VERY new subscriber during the month of Feb- 
ruary will be presented with a book of poems 
worth nearly the whole cost of subscription. 








HE winner of the prize offered in our November 
number writes as follows after receiving the 
Gaskell’s Compendium sent him :—‘‘ Gaskell’s Com- 
pendium is at hand. Many thanks; am very much 
pleased with it, also surprised at the amount of mat- 
ter contained in the same. I should have been very 
well pleased if I had received ome-ha/f the amount of 
matter. I can say this, that it will fully repay any 
one to try a dozen times or more for one, should he 
or she not succeed before. Again accept thanks and 
best wishes for PLAIN TALK. 
I remain, yours truly, 
Gro. R. MERRILL.”’ 








PLAIN TALK’S PRIZE PROBLEMS. 





LAIN TALK’S Prize Problems are open to anybody and 
p everybody. Any person receiving a Sample Copy of the 
paper is entitled to compete for the prize offered in the current 
number. Regular subscribers, however, have the advantage of 
competing twelve times a year, or during the continuance of their 
subscription, with the chance, of course, of winning something 
worth many times the cost of their subscription. 

When two or more correct answers to a problem are received, 
the winner will be decided by a hat drawing. 

The names of the winners and all competitors sending the 
correct answer will be published monthly, and all persons (not 
subscribers) sending the correct answers, who are unlucky at the 
drawing, will be offered an opportunity of subscribing to PLAIN 
TALK at the reduced price of ‘Thirty Cents per annum. 

All answers must be in by the 5th of the month, and any 
person (not a subscriber) wishing a copy of the next number 
containing a solution of problem and the names of winners, must 
send with his answer 5 cents in stamps for the copy. 











oA es winners of prizes for our January problem 
were Eddie Mooney, Summit, N. J., who won 

first prize, Ollie Miller, Euclid, Ohio, second. The 

correct arrangement of the digits is as follows: 


2—9— 4 
| Rag Fs eras 
62-12 —— 8 


The other persons sending the correct answer, but 
who were not lucky at the drawing are Dan’! Taft, 
163 Bleecker St., N. Y., J. D. Bartlett, So. Amboy, N. 
J., C. F. Derrick, 5 Custom House, Boston, Eddie G. 
Reed, Signal, Ohio, Jas. W. Piercy, Hamilton, Ont., 
Edw’d Herbener, Appleton, Md-, Harry Hause, 
Marsh, Pa., Geo. R. Merrill, Detroit, Mich., M. 
Stern, Rochester, NY... J. °S.and- WS: ameter, 
Savannah, Mo., Geo. L. Stevens, Marlboro, Mass., 
Miss Blanche Brush, —., F. Clement 
Soper, Ypsilanti, Mich., Fred. R. Grenny, Brantford, 
Ont., E. Payne, Buffalo, N. Y., O. P. Tedford, Den- 
ver, Col., J. H. Porter, Lenzburg,; Tls:,” Emily ‘A. 
Thompson, 44 Rush st., Brooklyn. 











ie with five weights can weigh any number of 
pounds from one to one hundred and twenty- 
one. What are they? 

We will give free, one year’s subscription to PLaIn 
TALK and’ one Gaskell’s Compendium (see advt.), 
together worth one dollar and fifty cents, to the per- 
son sending the correct answer to the above problem 
and comply with the requirement at top of page: as 
to enclosing 5 cents for copy of paper. 

If two or more correct answers are received, two prizes 
will be awarded, the second for PLain Tak for six 
months and Gaskell’s Compendium. 
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PLAIN TALK PASTIMES. 


To Copy Writinc.—If a little sugar be added to | 
the ink a copy of the writing may easily be taken off | 
by laying a sheet of unsized paper, damped with a 


sponge or cloth, on the written paper, and passing 
lightly over it a flat-iron moderately heated. 





SENTINEL Ecc.—Lay a looking-glass upon an even 
table ; take a fresh egg, and shake it for some time, 
so that the yolk may be broken and mixed up with 
the white. You may then with a steady hand _bal- 
ance it on its point and make it stand on the glass. 





To SHoor A GUN OFF AND FIND THE BULLET AT 
your Frer.—After having put but a few grains of 
powder in a gun, drop the bullet in, and put in the 
rest of the charge. ‘The detonation will be very loud, 
but the ball will fall a few feet only from the muzzle 
of the gun. A puppet might thus be called bullet- 
proof, and be fired at without injury being done. 





BorLeD Crass WALKING Out or A DisH.—Put 
two or three live crabs in a deep kettle, so that they 
will be in the bottom, and sprinkle salammoniac on 
their shells. Turn the kettle round so that they will 
be well covered, and they will turn red, as if boiled. 
Place them in a dish, with a cover, and he who lets 
them out of their prison will be amazed at their walk- 
ing out at him. 








A PicrurE oF A RavEN Croakinc.—Make a hole 
in the wall large enough to enclose a frog, and give 
him plenty of breathing space. Paste the papering 
over it, and hang a picture of a raven or a stuffed 
one before it. On bringing a lighted candle to it 
the frog will croak, and one would fancy it was the 
bird’s image calling out. 





THe Macic ANSWER.—This trick must be known 





to only two of the company. It is this: One person — 


goes out of the room while the others fix on a word, 
which she is to guess on her return. ‘There is an 
agreement between the two that the 7zgh¢ word shall 
be named after anything with four legs—as a table, a 
chair, a dog, an elephant, etc.,etc. For example: 
A lady goes out of the room; the company fix on 
the word ‘‘ watch.’? She returns. Her accomplice 
in the trick says : 











Query. Did we name a book ? 
Ans. No. 

Of a ship? 

No. 

Did we name a rose? 

No. 

Of a bird ? 

No. 

Ofasheep? (Four legs). 
No. 

. Of a watch ? 

Yes. 


rFOPrPOrPOPOPO 








A FREAK OF CRYSTALIZATION.—Take two ounces 
of soda (washing soda) and add to them one ounce 
of hot water in a glass. It will all dissolve on stir- 
ring, and if we allow this solution of soda to cool, we 
shall notice that crystals appear on the sides of the 
glass. 





A PLEASING EXPERIMENT.—Mix up half an ounce 
of powdered alum and half an ounce of powdered 
sulphate of copper ; and having mixed these powders 
well together, dissolve them in one ounce of hot 
water, and let the solution cool. You will see that 
the colorless crystals of alum are formed, and side by 
stde with them, blue crystals of sulphate of copper 
appear. 





PRICE OF BACK NUMBERS OF PLAIN TALK. 


Mek e= SINO. Es, 025 Ol 4s NOL Ee oes 
ee é ce 2 .05 ce ce ce 2; .25 
ce ce ce 35 Io a4 a4 ce 25 -05 
ce ce ce A, -05 ‘ec (a4 ce 4, .05 
ce ce ce 5> 05 6c ce ce 5> -05 
ee “é ce “ce “ ce 

Gis p55 6, Sag 
CON EIS ph! ae OL pe la Lie ot SS tor 
“ec ce “ec Pn 25 ee ce a4 2 05 
: eae 
ce se ce 35 -05 ce ce ce 3> 15 
ce ee ce 4, out. se ce ce 4, 15 
ee ce ce 55 25 ce ce ce 5 out 
: : 
¢ ce ce “ec ce ce 
6, 05 6; 24205 
(73 3 ce 7; out. a3 6 ce : 05 
ce se ce 2s out ce ce ce 2 05 
: > 
6é ce ce oe 25 ce ce cc as 05 
ce ee ce 4; 05 
ee ce ce 55 05 








PLAIN lasts 





MR. DURBOROW ON THE A. P. A. 


HE A. P. A. is awonderfully constituted associa- 
tion, and may be said a useful one. It has 
many advantages for the collector of the day, if he 


only knew it. Some time since a member stated to 





me that he thought that dealers should discourage | 


the association, because it would ruin their business. 


Dealers are sharp to see a good thing, and they | 
do see it in the A. P. A., for they are fast taking ad- | 


vantage of the exchange department, from mercenary 
motives. 


DEATH OF L. C. SMITH. 





R. E. C. PATTON, of Salem, Oregon, writes 

us that Mr. L. C. Smith, a prominent stamp 

dealer and collector, died in Salem, Oregon, Decem- 
ber rz, at 3. A.M. He was a bright boy and worked 
bravely rh the support of his father and mother. He 
became interested in the stamp business in 1885, and 
at the time of his death he was eighteen years of age. 

Philatelic papers please copy. 








PHILATELIC JIBLETS. 





é ‘HE list and sketch of Philatelic journals in Can- 
ada and the United States, in existence at the 


| close of 1887, compiled by Henry S. Harte, in the 


A prominent dealer has informed me that he has | 


disposed (7. e. sold) $1,000 worth of stamps through | 


it since last January, and that many others-were do- | 


ing likewise, because it is an absolute safety for them 
to dispose of their goods in that way, as they run no 
risks from frauds, etc. It has impressed me for some 
time that the association was for a select few, and 


that they were reaping the benefit of your credulity ; 


it looks so at least, and I think it will not be many | 


years before it will be a syndicate of dealers, unless | 


collectors rise up and say that dealers shall not hold 
office (I would say membership). Understand I do 
point this out as 
one of the evils that will creep in in spite of all that 


not blame the association, I only 
members may do to prevent it.—Extract from an 
adaress made by E. R. Durborow made before the 
Q. P. C. Society, December ro, 1887. 





PROSPECTS OF. A . SOCIETY FOR BROOKLYN. 





ESS. Theo. F. Cuno and John M. Sheriden have 
issued the following 
3rooklyn : 


Gentlemen—Is it not time we should have a philatelic society 
in this city? We have over ten A. P. A. members and many 
more unattached collectors, so that material is not wanting. 
We can start as soon as we havea sufficient number, and we 
have facilities that would make our society one of the best in the 
land. 

Please give the matter careful consideration and hand in your 
names at once. Fraternally yours, 

THEO. F. Cuno, A. P. A., No. 1. 

JOHN M. SHERIDEN, A. P. A., No. 2KO: 

Address all communications to JOHN M. SHERIDEN, 22 St. 
Felix street, Brooklyn. 


call to collectors in | 





Halifax Philatelist for December, contains inaccu- 
racies. It speaks of the Lmpire State Philatelist, 
which is dead, and fails to mention PLAIN TALK. 








VW are in veceipt oe Price Citetyrue No. 7, pub- 

lished by John F. Henry, Jr., P. O. Box 
1512, New York. It is in convenient form for car- 
rying in the pocket, and arranged for ready reference, 
and contains a fairly complete list with prices of 
United States and foreign postage stamps. 








HE Witch City Philatelist, for November, got in 

just too late to wish us a Merry Christmas, and 

too early to crack the Happy New Year “< chestnut.’’ 

It warned us to see what it ‘looked like next 
month.’’ We find it looked like a great, big O. 








ar H® bore the stamp of a gentlemen,’’ remarked 

a writer in one of our daily contempora- 
ries, several days ago. If the writer had possessed 
himself of that stamp his fortune would have been 
made. Mr. Vouté, of Chicago, is looking for one to 
add to his collection. 








HE Mohawk Sane “at Pema that it is “‘glad to 

notice an improvement in the American Phil- 

atelist. We have yet to hear that the latter journal 
has noted any ‘‘ improvement ’’ in the Standard. 





UMOR was that the once proud Empire State 
Philatelist was dead. We hoped not, but an- 
other month has gone by and we have not seen hide 


or hair of it. We fear the worst has happened. 
Killed by Calvert. 








PLAIN TAPER. 
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Br. Bechuanaland.—tThe following have been is- 
sued of the same types as those lately described: 2d., 
4d. lilac; 2s., 2s.6d., 5s., ros. green. Also the fol- 
lowing issues of Great Britain, surcharged in black : 
Adhesive %d. vermilion, Post card 1d., 
y, and rd., and Registry envelopes, 2d., three sizes. 


Wrappers 


There is a new 50 reis letter card. Head 
@ 


Brazil.— 
on horizontally lined ground. 

Bulgaria.—The 5st. card now has ‘‘ Poschtenska’”’ 
instead of ‘‘Otbopeho.”’ 

Ceylon.—Mr. Rusbridge has sent us the new 15c. 

It resembles the 25c. and 28c. and is 

37): 

Dutch Indies.—The numeral in the 
now Jfalc. 

Faridkot.—The Pz. R&. reports a new issue of the 
second type, in black as well as in blue, and the 
I. B. J. has the third type in vermilion. 


stamp. 
olive green (cc 


1c. stamp is 


French Colonies.—Der Ph. reports a letter card, 
25c. black on rose. 

Hayti.—A new series has just been issued; we have 

seen only the 1c., 2c. and 5c. They bear the por- 

trait of the president in an oval, with ‘‘ Haiti’’ 


above and value below, both in figures and letters. 


In the two upper corners are also the figures of 


Vine, Ec. lake.(e: ¢. e344), 2c. llae Cc... 08), 5c. 


green (c. c. 27). White paper, no watermark, 
perf. 14. 
Holland.—Letter cards are reported. 





Hungary.—The 3kr. letter card is now green on 
gray. 

Lagos.—The 114d. card now measures 138x88, and 
there is a 14%4x1¥% card, red brown on buff. 


Nepaul.—There is a native post card 3% pies, 
black and red on pale brown, thick paper. 


Newfoundland.—The tc. is now green (c. c. 33), 
2c. orange (c. c. 5), 3c. brown (c. c. 80), Ioc. 
black. The latter is of a new design, somewhat 
resembling the 13¢. 

New Zealand.—There is an official stamp, without 
value, black on white. A crown and the words 
‘«¢ Postage—Free’’ are in a rectangular Greek frame. 


Roumania.—The unpaid letter stamps are now 
green, at least the 1o bani. 











DIRECTORY. 


AGENTS 


The following parties have sent us ten cents to have their names in- 
serted in this directory and would be pleased to receive samples ot 
papers, merchandise, catalogues, price lists, etc. 

Names inserted in this department, roc. for 1 insertion or 3 months 
for 25 cents. 

Michael L. Murphy, Brugen, Nathan Co., Pa. 

C. V. A. Walsh, Howard Place, Jersey City, N. J. 
G. W. Tipton, Trinity P. O., Tex. 

Jas, E. B.'Lea, Peace Grove, P.’O1; La. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 
Duncan Johnston, Bordeaux, Wyo. Terry. 


John Steigerwald, 35 Superior St., 


Charles Wischman, Reading, Mass. 
Arthur Platt, Southington, Conn. 

O. F. Alvers, Sisco, Put Co., Fla. 

O. G. Olsen, Wendell, Grant Co., Minn. 
Frank Spear, Menelen, N. Y. 

Wm. Jackson, Bailey’s Harbor, Wis. 

E. A. Gould, St. Albans, Vt. 

Emil J. Rall, Savannah, Ga. 

Mrs. Bettie Hardy, Hookerton, N. C. 
C. B. Russell, Marlboro, Mass. 
Harry Hicks, Ashford, Mass. 
W. C. Lowndes, 710 St. Paul S 
Anton Plutz, Forestville, Wis. 
Js tieukt boyd, Cagle P.O: Lenn. 

C. R. Crittenden, East Poultney, Vt. 

C. L. Royer, Sterling, Rice Co., Kans. 

Chas. Asplen, Fairview, Utah. 

C. B. Edmonds, Glen Gardner, N. J. 

Arthur W. Fillmore, Lyndville, N. S. 

Dr. Wm. Boardman, Gordon, Neb. 

Henry J. Armstrong, Box 141, St. Andrews Bay, Fla. 
N. D. Jacobson, Nelsonville, Wis. 

R. W. E. Hayes, Galva, Ill. 

Ole Hanson, Monson, Me. 


, Baltimore, Md. 


Arthur M. Lazier, Box 240, Morgantown, W. Va. 
J. V. Ramirez, Box No. 1, Saltillo, Mex. 
E. F. Vandiver, Weaverville, N. C 
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/ AIS DIRECTOR Y——— 
PAYS THE ADVERTISER,.AND) NO MISTAKE, 


ALL MAILING AGENTStio 
Use PiLain TALK 


are the names of dona fide agents. 


SEND YOUR TEN, ‘CENTS AT ONCE, 


K’s ‘Names because they ae they 


And get your. nathe in.’ 
\PLAIN TALK Pus. Co., 61% Patchen A'velzores 
“BROOKLYN, N. Y. 











STANDARD SEAMP C0. 


1o0o0 HICKORY ST., 


St. Lowmis. Nie. Wiss 7... 





STAMP IMPORTERS AND DEALERS. 


We sell Genuine Stamps Cheaper than any | 
other firm in America. Every Collector should 
send for our Large Price List, just published, 
Free. We recommend the following splendid 


packets for their superior quality and cheapness. 


PACKET A 
Contains 100 choice varieties of Foreign Postage 


Stamps, many rare, such as old Persia, Mauritius, 


Hayti, Borneo, Phil. Isles, Swiss unpaid 5 Franc, 
Finland 1 mark, old Cuba, Mexico, Salvador, Ceylon 
’86, Bosnia, old Bulgaria, Eastern Roumelia, etc., and 
no common stamps whatever. <A very fine packet. 


Price, postage free, only 50 cents. 


PACKET C 
Contains 100 varieties of rare stamps only, such rari- 
ties,as Argentine Republic, 60c., rare surcharged Mau- 
ritius, very rare Reunion Islands, used, catalogued by 


Scott at 40c. each, rare old Persia, Russta Envelopes, 


also I.evant, China, Nicaragua, Salvador, Austria 
5okrs., Swiss unpaid 50c., red and green, and all the 
rest not inferior to those mentioned above. Price’ 


only $2.00. Valued by Scott’s 48th catalogue over 


$6.00. In our new Price List there are mentioned a 
great many more good packets at very low prices, 
over 200 cheap sets, also Albums, etc., etc. Do not 


fail to send for our Price List. 


AGENTS WANTED: 

We want good, energetic agents to sell stamps from 
our Approval Sheets at 30 per cent. commission. As 
we import our stamps directly from foreign countries, 
agents will find our sheets the best and cheapest they 
have seen and, of course, they can sell more from our 
sheets than from those of other dealers. 

VALUABLE PRIZES, consisting of rave Stamps, | 
Albums, etc., given away to our best agents. Parties 
having opportunity to sell stamps in schools, etc., will 
therefore do well to apply to us at once. Those fur- 
nishing us with good reference and 2c. stamps will re- 


ceive a better assortment. 


U. §. STAMPS BOUGHT FOR CASH. 


Large Consignments Solicited from Foreign Dealers. 


THE STANDARD STAMP. CO:, 


BABB. ¢ A., Box 3081, Denver, Col. 
j fo! my monthly price cards, 


BECKE 


BRADT, § Bah Room 52, 225 Dearborn St. 
ag 


STAUFFER, Soar. Meet Vator 





roo0 Hickory St., St. Louis, Mo., U.S, A. 


PARRISH, we .S. and Foreign Postage and U. ae | 


PLAIN. =TAg ns 


DIRECT ee 


=~ OF. -LHE == 


Stamp Dealers of America. 


STAMP CO., Box 964, Fitchburg, Mass., deal 


in U.S. Stamps and Sets. 


AMERICAN 


Collectors send 


JOHNC 1184 N. Mason St., 
j Send for pr ice list of stamps. 


BOGER &C O., Room 37, Tribune Building, New 
j . ork W holesale and Retail. 








e stamps for collec tions. 


: lo. 
_CARSTARPHE ; Ler ae apres pees ie oO. 








WG WILL. M xo Gala: Wholesale | 
CLEMENS i chee in United St aa ‘Sains w rolesa = 
DANFORT W.H., Worcester, Mass. Stamps on appro- | 


y val. Foreign, U. S. and Revenues. 





FARGO POSTAGE STAMP CO.. Fargo, Dak. Stamps | 
on approval on receipt of “good references. 








New York City. 


GAYLORD, A. N., 78 Court Street, Binghamton, N.Y. 
‘J Specialty: Approv al Sheets. 
Me ail trade only. 


GLOVER, ‘oe Vie 39 Broad Street, “York City. 
118 Summit St. , Dubuque, Iowa. 


3 peptone Sheets. 
HARRIS, j vr § and Foreign Stamps for collectors. Mail 


& CO., 
trade only. Send stamp for Price-List. We guarantee 
our stamps to be exactly as represented, and will refund 
money to any purche ‘ser Not satisfied. 


LOHMBYER, &.2° Stn esau 


LYND Fn Ot ead eel OE ae 106, Piiaiashid’ Pa. Stamps 


ie on approval. 
McRAE, 








. Lists 











RG okt, 573 St. “Urbain ‘St. Montreal, Can. 
eign and Canadian St imps. Lists Free. 


-» 406 Holmes pe 


For- 





Kansas City, Mo., 


Stamps on adie al. : 
RICHMON GEO. H., 210 Ninth Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Send 5c (stamps) | 


jy Stamps for Collections. _ Mail Trade only. 
RISDO TCs imbridgeport, Mass. 
y for list and 60 different stamps (nice ones). 
Agents wanted. — A we: i Uae ole Re 
SOPE F..CLEMEN a Ypsilanti, Mich. 
3 Revenue stamps. ites 


STADIE Catal 2079 ~ Ave.. N.Y. ‘Stamps of all kinds. 
5 Catalogues free. 











Postage and 





Stamps 





B ROS. ; 831 N. Bond Ee — Md. 
j Stamps on approval at 25 per cent. dis’ ct. 


ar RE Box 3003, Denver, Colo. U. S. 


Cc: G., 
y Revy’e, also U.S. and Foreign postage. 


THALHEIMER, 
WOODWORTE 














IFRANKFORD STAMP CO., 


FRANKFORD, PHILA., PA. 


APPROVAL SHEETS of rare U.S. Depart- 
ment and choice Foreign Stamps at 25 to 50 per cent. § 


commission to Agents and at net prices to collectors. j 
Send good signed references and a 2c. stamp for a 
trial lot. 
issued, free to all. 

BARGAINS. 
catalogued by Durbin at over 30 cents; 


A rare Stamp and the Cheapest Priced List } 


II rare, unused Stamps, only Ioc., 
9 varieties | 
Sweden officials, 12c.; 
varieties rave China, 1886, only 


25 varieties of France, only 
Loc... arset, of3 


15 cents. Please give us atrial; satisfaction given. 


ALL ORDERS ARE FILLED BY RETURN MAIL. 








eae CAL MEN aisha aos 
= —+Wholesale Dealer in 


x Postage « 
299 Pearl Street, New York. 


Largest and Cheapest List in the World, sent on applica- 
tion to dealers only. 





a 
Tie 





15 DIFFERENT STAMP PAPERS! 
Sent by mail for 15 cents. 
GEORGE H. RICHMOND, 
210 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Bloomington, Ills. | 


, Chicago, II. | 





Stamps, *% 





MUS ST BE SOLD. 


My Entire Stock of U.S. and Foreign 
Stamps to be closed out regardless 
of cost in the next 60 days. 


12 Varieties U. S. ‘Caliabes, . 20 cents. 
5 be ab ODGUTAS, Veni dake May = Suri cacy oc SO es 
13 fo MIGXI CO. Be eae temp rele Toker ca 
15 (Ce pd OAC CONO. as pees cman. netce ee Omnen 
*9 (one PrinCedsrerSlandS veer, an eo onun es 
*8 54 Samia, ie ace mete 25 thie ee 
sal « — Guatemala’ Og ca ¥ ci AG Hua 


*toc. U. S. Post Office Departm ent, . : - 30 s 


Io Varieties Am. R. Tel. Co., . Soe Strantyss 
IO (CFS SOUL ATERICA Pan ais tanita bouaate 
25 a3 “ “ S " ‘ 3 : 2 50 “ce 
°4 “ > ee “se 
8 Brazil ears II 
This * indicates unused. 





PACKET No. ONE. 
Fifty Stamps, such as Chili, Brazil, Mexico, Cape 
Hope, &c., only Loc. 
PACKET No. TWO 
Contains 100 Stamps, such as West Indies, Cape 
Hope, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Sweden, Hong Kong, 
&c., only 15 cents. 


PACKET No. THREE 


Contains 200 Stamps such as Guatemala, Nicaragua, 


| Brazil, Native Rare West Indies, &c., only 25 cents. 


PACKET No. FOUR 


Contains 200 varieties, no two alike, such as unused 
Prince E. Isles, Costa Rica, Honduras, Egypt, Bul- 
garia, San Salvador, Gol, and many others too nu- 
merous to mention; only 50 cents, worth $1.50. 


PACKET No. FIVE 


Contains 500 well assorted stamp, no common ones, 
but stamps worth from I cent to 5 cents. This isa 
good packet for dealers or collectors to put on sheets 
and sell ’em for 5 times more than you paid for it. 
Only $1.00. Will foot up to $4.00 by any standard 
price list. 

PACKET No. SIX 


Contains the following stamps, viz.: 


1 Set, 4 varieties, unused Guatemala, ’79, . 40 cents. 
LAS GD ee es Pee Msiands eo Oras 
Peco 8, e Saia@ar cee i). Ubon ate 
LW FO Cent ae RMOSDED Ces ai cant Oncue 


Only $1.30 for the whole Packet, really less than 
wholesale price. 


PACKET No. SEVEN 
Contains a superb collection of 300 varieties, no two 
alike, unused and used, complete sets of Prince Ed- 
ward Isle, Samoa, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Bahamas, 


| St. Vincent, Mozimbique, Cape of Good Hope, Orange 
i | Free State, Rare U. S. Dep’t., Postage and Revenue. 


Price, postpaid, only $3.00. Standard list price $8.00. 
PACKET No. EIGHT 

Consists of a collection of 500 varieties of rare used 

and unused stamps, from nearly every stamp-issuing 

country on the globe. There are no two stamps alike, 


| and it is by far the cheapest packet that ever was or 


will be sold again. 
self. 
or; Price, only $5.00. 


A SCOTT’S INTERNATIONAL ALBUM, worth $1.50, 
will be given away with every eighth purchase. 


It is an elegant collection by it- 





100 well assorted pramps, oe .08 
OOn ce fs i a ye Bi te 18 
1ooo ee eS Shh ce Cea er ee pISea a 6. 
5000 ‘ ee ce AINA ats enema ey AITO Fo 


Io o0O “cc ee “e 
> 


All Stamps warranted genuine. poe wanted in every 
Town or City, School or College. Commission 25 percent. 
Agents must send deposit of from 50 cents to $1.00 or gilt- 
edge references. 


Be HIMEL Be CH, 


IMPORTER AND DEALER IN 


U. #5. AND # FOREIGN « POSTAGE «STAMPS, 


CARO, MICH., U.S. A. 


1.75 


It is a cheap packet for either dealer or collec-- 


























— 


» POAT TALE. . 








NEW AND REVISED PRICE LIST 


OF 


Popular Packets. 


All stamps warranted genuine. If necessary to send 
postage stamps in payment, send only 1 and 2 cent 


ones. All orders promptly filled. Be sure and give 


full address every time you write. 


THE UNION PACKETS. 





NON-DUPLICATE. 


No. 1 contains 45 Foreign stamps. ..... VOR SEb ai caD fe) 
2 contains 7 stamps, including Brazil, C.S.A., 
GUD Ay CEC ee ep ire cotie nee baie ec ratbanec eT 10 
3 contains 13 unused stamps ..... FOES HERING a (0) 
4 contains 10 U.S. Officials. . ... UR op ore SaaS 
5 contains 55 Foreign stainps.......... 15 
6 contains: 2o.unused/stanips fs. ee 5 
7 contains 12 stamps, including Newfoundland, 
GAME ELCs caine oan ye eat se Cage er ter uax tenn 15 
S’containsir5.qbsolete"UnSe tea ea cuss 15 
9g contains 8 stamps, includirg Mexico, Chili, 
SEAS Pere yore ere eed oe ee ee ee 20 
ro contains 15 British Colonials, including Natal, 
Hong Kong, Bahamas, etc... ... ibe 20 


The above packets contain 200 stamps, all different. Sent 


postpaid for $1.25. 


THE EAGLE PACKETS. 





NON-DUPLICATE—25 CENT SERIES, 


No. 1 contains 1oo Foreign postage stamps .... . 25 

2 contains 50 good stamps, such as Norway, 
Hungary, Belgium, Russia,etc.. ....... 25 

3 contains 4o stamps, such as Victoria, Luxem- 
DIGS MELEE ere tadterenauiy soo pasinel eats) eirleceere 25 

4 contains 35 stamps, such as Jamaica, Portugal, 
Queensland, Stes: a acsun ae sees ee ela eh tests 25 

5 contains 30 stamps, such as Cape of Good Hope, 
Boynty Durch MicaiesekGs scission ce eee 24s 25 
6 contains 25 stamps, such as Turkey, Cuba, etc. 25 

7 contains 20 Stamps, such as Ceylon, Chili, Ber- 
Tro (3 Fe wei a Ca aa Rea) ao a Se nT a ne a 25 

8 contains 15 stamps, such as West Australia, 
French Colonies, British Guiana, etc... . . 25 

9 contains Io stamps, such as Cuba, Porto !Rico, 
EON Gites el Pokeceb ok sian mimle Rew an pusin eta eee Saye ars as Rag 20) 

To contains 5 stamps, such as St. Domingo, Guate- 
Wala Heh Gre he ncaa rea nei teey ona Sas ear ea im 25 


The above packets contain 330 stamps, all different. Sent 
postpaid for $2.00. 





THE ACME PACKETS. 





No. 1 contains 100 Foreign stamps Reueto amyl arthe ees 

2 contains 50 scarcer ones, such as Sweden, 
Russias hi dta $Etee sie se ah aanbe dees), ei caal eka 25 

3 contains 25 obsolete stamps, including Austrian 
Italy; Saxony VE Sy ptyietee js aieisr ver ak ens 25 

contains 10 Rare stamps, including Egypt, 
Grenada;‘Hong Kong, eter. Raari3 


4 

5 contains, 12 South American stamps, including 
Ecquador, Brazil, Peru, U.S. Colombia, etc. 25 

6 constains 10 unused stamps, including Azores, 
Madeira, Mauritius, etc. ... 

7 cont.ins 30 unused stamps, such as Servia, 
Greece, Saxony, Turkey, etc........ Sa Nce 1s" 

8 contains 12 British Provincia's, from Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New Bruns- 


wick, Newfoundland and obsolete Canada. 25 
9 contains 15 Official stamps, including Sweden, 

Denmark: Ttaly,Germany, ete. yon ss 25 
Io contains 12 Official stamps, including Egypt, 

Roeland India ete uss ware chy meee ious Cam sels 25 
I1 contains 150 varieties of Foreignstamps ... 50 


12 contains 75scarcer ones, including Luxemburg, 
New Zealand, Port: gal,etc... 2... ies 
13 contains 25 stamps, such as Chili, Baden, Han- 
Over; WiestiAustralia teh rac tates Seen (0! 
14 contains 30 British Colonials, including Mauri- 
tius, Lagos, Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, 
Old COASEFEICA re oy 
15 contains 1500 well assorted European stamps. 50 
16 contains 500 extra assoitedstamps ..... . 50 
17 contains 75 well assorted British Colonials . . 50 
18 contalns too U.S. stamps. including Postage, 
Envelope, Revenue, Unpaid, Official . .. . 
19 contains 125 scarce stamps, including Heligo- 
land, Servia, Jamaica, India, Canada Regis- 
RY AUTOI VALC a cUe at nye tei og ter Maie «a Cucina sale 1.00 
20 contains 3c stamps from Central and South 
America, such as Mexico, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras Brazil, Mirewayy Cte. 4c )toe attenger nonce I.00 
contains 40 stamps from Polynesia. including 
Labuan, Fiji, Queensland, Victoria, Sara- 
RVAIRORELO aha But rete elena tee ee Giese = EGO. 
22 contains 1,000 Foreign postage stamps . . . . 25.00 


None of the above packets contain duplicates, except Nos. 
15, 16 and 17. 


2 


a 











HALF DIME PACKETS. 





Each packet contains 15 varieties. 


The catologue prices of stamps in them run from 15 to 35 
cents. The packets are not all alike, but about 150 varie- 
ties of stamps are well assorted through them. Just the 
packets for the boys to buy to trade on. Selling by hun- 
dieds every week. Try them once. 

1 Packei 5c., 4 for 15¢., 12 for 40Cc., 100 for $3.00. 


Postage one cent extra on each order. 


NEW AND REVISED PRICE LIST 
SEES AOE. oLAMEPS. 


BG Those marked thus @ are unused; with a 4 used 
and unused. The column of figures indicate the number 
ot varieties. 














HALF DIME SETS. 
(Price 5c. each.) 

Austiiae os dey tae loess 10 Italy 8 
Austrian Italy . 4 | Japan Syed aenha oa pe WH, 
Baden ey Vea is. Eee 4 Luxemburg. 4... 4 
BaNiatie. cee ise G90 12 2) ein G 8 New Souti: Wales 3 
Beloqam es 06) 3 ; 6. New: Zealand? i: 4.3 424 3 
Bia alle eke eon eee 5 WOE WAM itera eons 6 
Canadase cessive 8 IPUBSSIAN Orla erty 5 
Canada Bienes oie Os.) OV ROMIM AINA tte pick .= 5 
Cuba Seana arte 5 RUSStao raha rn irs oats 5 
Denmarke cw Sey OSH SAXONY Et oN eins 4 
Bye cess gees aia 4 SER Via rule os dae 4 
IAG cnc etree tate Peal aa?) oye 2 1s ee aie Mea 5 
France EAS LOA PO palin cr ea a bore 8 
Gerimany.et oe es Io | Sweden EU LEr Shen 
Great Biitain.. . 2... 10 | Switzerland ....... 8 
Greecee Fee. Se Ae ty e BUEK CV cca gx! al eere yaa gs 4 
Ee Hamburg Sic. Ban MMVACCOLIA hee 8 sys ete re 4 
Molland 4 29p.3. 8 eeu: io | Wurtemberg ..... 5 
PAINS iceman iasaese> ihe 8 





Five cents. 12 sets for 50 cents; the 37 sets for $1.40. 





DIME SETS. 


(Price toc. each.) 





Argentine Republic. . 4 | HongKong...... 4 
WLISHCIA-cauuigoe nam ves Bee Atabyen tne see ratty eases 16 
Austrian Italy. .... 6." |ltaiy OMicialiey vk: aap 3 
BAGO er ccs gts cate 6x} Jamateare hee E , 4 
a Baden, unpaid 5 Sha SPADA eth chk) ed ak 4 
BAT DACOS Es) a9 2 ai. notre cs 4 LUXEMbATR sik Sa, oe 6 
GQ -BaAVanials oct. ..  § | ‘Luxemburg Official. . 3 
BAVALIAn ier an nreen a6 Poe heo MExICOr Une h.1 stank 5 
Bermuda 4 | Newioundlend Nes MAGE 
Belosam® ee eek 8 | NewSouth Wales. . 4 
BL AZM tcc seca eines 6 INOEWAY0. oh cksea es eo 8 
Ganddar it ces su peeorsTata len POnthes then oia aa gene ae 4 
Ganada Bill... 2... 12 | @ Porto Rico 5 
Capeot Good Hope. . 4 | Portugal 5 
CGeylonies sere ge i. 4 Prussias os ko ee 8 
(ida Vil itp ae allan tas 3 | Queensland... ... 5 
a Confederate States . 3. @:-Roman:States sas 4.0054 
aConstantinople ... 3 Roumania eae 8 
GEDA On eaier sath ek Je HOR USS tie. yi aba salt et be 7h 
Denmark caso io | Sandwich Islands. . 4 | 
Dutch East Indies B02 PORE RDAROM Yi a hace Ss 7 | 
Bast Indiaics snclosks Oy Serviany sas eiae: 5 
East India Official 4 | South Australia . 2 
1 SA 2) Cea ei area Seana Ove [en PAE ernie ier ese ce 8 
BelandsHe cree sls 5 Spa eee es eS 10 
TRAD COD gee eos BS li OWVOC EM 2 he Sac APT TEC 
French Colonies 4 Sweden Official. . 5 
Germann steno 20 | Sweden Unpaid. . . 6 
German Telegraph . . 10 | Switzerland cet ee 
Great Britain. .... 15 | Switzerland Unpaid 4 
Greece : Retell 6 Tasmania iy ete. ; 4 
Gaius Soe oe boy. GUL K OVE he sn ween ed 4 
a Hamburg Envelope . 3 SPRITE Yoo scree ae 6 
PLANOVER Docs war As 4 Venezuela . ! 
Girehicoland sci ei idee POCO as cn. ar kts pes ARS 
Holland ei LJ VV UttembDUrge 3 oor) 8 


Ten cents each, 12 sets for $1.00; the 72 sets Jor $5.00, 
comprising 450 choice stamps with no duplicates, A bar- 











gain, 
STAR SETS: 
Var. Frice Var. Price 
Argentine Republic 8 $0.30 | Guatemala,’82,com. 5 $0.zo 
QANTOlaG hones F290 a Hamburg, Env. 
a Austiian Env. ’67, COM a Fay Fe 15 
COM. Akin eS ve esoe | Heligoland:. -.*:. Fecal eo) 
a Austrian News, Honduras El) 20 
(coy ne (5) Raraneh mete ans sag -30 Hungary, ’72, com. 6 15 
Austrian Tel. . Sir 220 India, Gervice 201305 12 
Baden rcs. ics a LSS Ac (0 WS) Pi Foy be Ree arp coer 12 25 
a Bavaria,’7o . . RE ES Mauritius 9 5, 
aB- rgedorf. . BAe OTSA) VLE XECO. An odes kT 25 
Brazil luc sstter yaaa 15 .25 | Norway,’67,com.. 8 12 
Cape of Good Hope 9__—s«.25, |: &@ Roman States. .12  .20 
@hilt67 com: sco) 220" 1 Sal vadons.47 7. COM. 4.5) 40 
Ghali neste Tate kon a Sherra: Iseonen iiss 2298). ).50 
Ghinase75 Comms: - a8 beh Shei OPA s Sia ss vis 40): HO 
Costa Rica,’62,com. 4.75 SpPaleras speek SOOrr Necns 
Cuban seas ore .20 . .30 | Sweden,Losen,com.1o — .20 
Bevot <4 2. So 8. 520-415, Sweden;: Oficial, 
France, Unpaid . . 14 1.00 CODIGES fea anepei:s It... ..20 
French Colonies .20 .50 | Switzerland,Unpaid 7 .20 
Gold/Coasticnsit <36i5 55535 se USsiColumbia: :; . to\-! .25 


UNITED STATES SETS. 





Var. Price Var. Price 
Bostawen nhs = c/coh 20 40,50 f(a patties 3 cone >. 6.625 
Envelope: 0 si 204 +800) Revenue = oo: «35 --r0 
Ome ii Ss res! aS 


Address all orders to 
GEO. H. RICHMOND, 
210 oth STREET, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 








LISTEN TO THE TWITTER ON THE TWIG. 
HE FOLLOWING LIST— 
—or— 
EXTREMELY LOW PRICED SETS 
are positively ze¢. No deviation. 
Postage EXTRA in All Cases. 
No orders wanted under I5 cents. 
Price, c. Price, c. 
GO BIANCE 5S 4. 4.4 5 EX Si) Fapaws core vcas: e.- “> IO 
8 German Empire. . 1 76. Menmarle rs); ts, 28 Io 
Gee Relais chy ae 02 ties al el as READ 
7 RUSSIA hs 2 SS ROTI ila pe oo in) oi Ae 
KO! TANCC cere ar casts 2 6 *Porto Rico, 1882 . . .12 


4 Cape of Good Hope 3 SESMERICON ie ahs Vacs s 12 

4 Finland 3 TOP POMUSAL ee uk ee 12 

4 Barbados Pi Ths AStraliact ots: oot 3 Be 

4 Jamaica rea. 1 Gpels (77 HE TRA A cae ea 13 

4 Turkey ar 20. U.S. Revenue :i.: ... 13 
E2, VAAL Cpe cet aye eu SeRROPNEO).. ctanauenen <-) v 14 

7 Wurtemburg Se? 20 Great Britain ....14 

4 Dutch East Indies. 4 32 BOUNAL set ess esa .e 15 

5 Japan . 4 4 *American Rapid Tele- 

5 Mexico Spee ays 353): ee ne eee 15 

Se ROUMATMIA, 90. at ai 3 A. TO} RUE ates et rare 

Qe SOW ISS: bee aes es gokiranece 2 Gecko Gn LS 

4 Austrian Italy 5 TP ADAN « < ol crisis ees . 16 

4 Chili 5 5 *Sweden ‘‘Losen” . 17 
5 Brazil night 5 5 *Monaco. > <>... . .18 
GQuciivdiae eet ans, oa 5 TOSAGEIMIT =. veto eben ase 

7 Norway 5 1o *Swiss ‘‘Ausser Kurs” 

7 Portugal 5 complete © 5.) a0... -.'20 
FO; Spain 20 nay ese 5 TEMPERED, 5S Apres eae 
to U.S. Revenue . 5 P77  gROKEUSAL: 355,505: 3." mae 
11 Denmark 5 21 AuStralia..... . 24 
12 Sweden 5 7 *Bavarian Telegraph 25 
13 Great Britain 5 TSU MIGRICO a... 51 25 
15 France tn 28) A Sy Revenue: ":-. 2.25 
4 Belgium (scarce). . 6 7 *Alasce goes aT 
S Senge eo 2s 6 T5t LAD awh: de g~ ie yh 30 

Portugal . . SiS 20 Japan, including fine 
1o Austria,(Obsolete). 8 revenues ... . .33 

a RUE KOE aos iG ZA OREM A AL teas icles ae 33 

5 American Rapid Tel- 20° French Colonies . . 45 

egraph 4) s; f5.° 10 Bri BFAD te ss OS 


5 bulgarian. Cane se GO. 
* Means unused. 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 
512 W. Market Street, 
Akron, O. 
CONFEDERATE MONEY 
FIVE DIFFERENT BILLS, 
iy MATL. ONLY 50 CENES. 
CHAS. S. YEATON, 








210 oth Street, BROOKLYN, N. Ve 








= PLAIN TALK. 








TTENTION !— 


——COLLECTORS AND AGENTS. 


Sere 5 BG OF CONNIE SSTOTE. = ne 


AM making a specialty of Approval Sheets of 


U.S. and Foreign Stamps,and destre all honest Col- 
lectors and Agents to send for one. Special Sheets for 
beginners and advanced collectors, and a large assort- 
ment for Agents. Reference required. Sheets must be 
returned in 10 days. Enclose Stamps for a reply. No 
postals answered. 


ROBERT FEAST, 
Towson, ‘te 


A LOHME ae ee 
IMPORTER OF AND DEALER IN 
POSTAGE STAMPS, 
983 MILTON PLACE, BALTIMORE, MD. 





A fine ‘stock, embracing several thousand varieties 
for the Beginner and Advanced Collector. 


PRICE: ELS BSe REE. 


APPROVAL . SHEE 1S 


Sent to responsible Collectors on receipt of 2c stamp. 
A TRIAL ORDER: SOLICITED. 
500 AGENTS WANTED. - 500 


We want good, energetic agents in every school 
and college in the U. S. and Canada, to sell stamps 
from the best and Cheapest sheets ever: put up in 
America, at 


380 PER CENT. COMMISSION. 


Valuable prizes given to Agents selling the MosT | 
STAMPS. 

Every collector should send for the cheapest 
price-list of genuine stamps ever published in 
Ameica by any dealer. FREE!! 

Apply at once. 

THE STANDARD STAMP CO., 


1000 Hickory “treet, St. Louis, Mo. 








(LPF WU. BASTABLE, 


CATLETT,- VA. 


& Confederate States 


Stam ps, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 


Rare U; 


neg Price List sent free upon Application. 





4. LEHMAN wi — i 


COLLECTOR AND DEALER IN 


U. 5. AND FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 
635 MAIN ST., PATERSON, N. J. 
Sheets sent on receipt of deposit or A 1 reference. 


SEND FOR PRICE LIST. 








SETS OF TELEGRAPH STAMES. 
BALTIMORE AND OHIO TELEGRAPH. 


ALL USED. 
Set of 11 (Catalogued at $1.35) : ; ; : 50 
"i ts go " ; j ; .30 
5 ; 65 5 : “ . -20 
50 ; : ; : 15 
35 3 ‘ -10 
BELGIUM TELEGRAPH, set of 2, ‘unused, : .I0 


GEO. H. RICHMOND, 


2ro Ninth St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 





Ou 


«Club List.« 


We give below a list of well-known and popular 
publications, and solicit subscriptions for them at prices 
given in last column. 


The list includes journals of almost every character, 
and is sure to suit the needs of almost everyone, while 
the price we charge is, in many instances, much below 
that you would pay the publishers. As we supply 
PLAIN TALK GRATIS with every subscription sent us 
you will readily see that you get a ‘‘ bargain.” 

If you desire any magazine or paper not on this list, 
we can furnish it to you at less than publishers’ price 
and include PLAIN TALK. Write and see if we can’t. 


Our 

Ad price 

8 * Oe ie 
: . n ne 

Name of Publication. ‘O- years’ 
am sub. to 

A PLAIN 

TALK 
American Magazine... .. . ... $300. $2 75 
*American Agriculturist .. 50 35 


Babyhood . . 

Bicycling World (Boston) . 

Ballou’s Monthly Magazine . 

Century: Magazine . 

Christian Herald . 

Christian at Work . 

Cosmopolitan ma 

Demorest’s Magazine (Fashion) : : 

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper . 
© « Popular Monthly . 

Sunday Magazine 

Pleasant Hours 


Golden Days. . 
Golden Argosy aks ean 
Godey's Lady’s Book . 


se eWOwWMNPHRKRR HWW RNHWPE DH NW BHP RH HH 
[oume) 
[oun e) 

Mee NNHBW HWWW ese DNR NNW SH BH BMW RR ee 
~“ 
wn 


Harper’s Magazine 50 
“Weekly : 00 75 

s Bazar ... eDiaps sere neu role) 75 
aE ee People fore) 75 
Judge . : oo 75 
Lite: at ; (ojo) 25 
Lippincott’s Magazine ? oo 75 
Nation . . oo go 
New York Weekly Sun rele) I5 
Hi se ‘<</14 Pribune oo 10 
ae as ss Pes oO 15 


“ce “ “ 


World (and z a beau- 
tifully bound Condensed pee of 


theUsre ers TOO) 24155 
New York Clipper . 4:00) busing 
Outing . : 3-00: 2°75 
Peterson’s Magazine i 2 OO, neh 5 
Panels Se : A000) 3575 
Philatelic Journal of America . 50 75 
gam American . 3700 2275 

Nicholas . ZOO: 2475 
Siaciiae (and two elegant lithoed wa- 

ter colors, valued at $2 50 ... 50 75 
Scribner’s Magazine 5 ; 3.00 2.75 
Texas Siftings te. 4.00... 3 n5O 
Turf, Field and Farm 5 OO. | 4835h 
Western Philatelist 50 75 
Waverly Magazine AROOO ROB 75k 
Wheel . £00, 41,00 


# Each person Sadie aa to the American Agricultur- 
ist through us at $1 35 will reccive in addition to PLAIN 
TALK, the A. A. Poultry Book, 256 pages, with too illus- 
trations; Engravings of Homes ‘of Our Farmer Presidents, 
11x18; three companion portraits of Gens... Logan and 
Grant, and a magnificent one of Henry Ward ‘Beecher. 

When sending in your subscriptions be sure and 
write name, town and county plainly, and if you de- 
sire your subscription to commence with other than 
current number, mention it. 


When convenient, remit by PostaL Nore or Mon- 
EY ORDER. When remitting stamps do not use a 
larger denomination than 2 cent. 


Your orders will receive prompt and careful atten- | 


tion. PLAIN: LALK{¢PUB.UCO; 
611% Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


i. K, “BOGERT & 00, 
TRIBUNE BLDG, N. Y. 


POSTAGE STAMPS 


Revenue Stamps 
ENVELOPES & POST-CARDS. 


THE PHILATELIC WORLD 
Subscription per year, commencing January 
or July, 25 cts. 


A COMPLETE CATALOGUE 
— OF —_— 


ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS, 


The most accurate ever issued in America, 
(PRICE, 25 CENTS.) 


FREE T0 SUBSCHII BERS FOR 1887. 








One of the Largest and Best Assorted Stocks in the 

World, o7 

Postage and Revenue Stamps, 

Match and Medicine Stamps, 

U.S. and Foreign Envelopes (entire or cut), 

Foreign Post Cards (used and unused), 

Sets and Packets, 

Approval Sheets (to responsible parties only) 

Blank Approval Sheets (on bond paper, 1c. each), 

Gummed Paper (5c per Sheet), 

Millimeter Scales Bae ead 15c. each), 

Color Charts (N. Y. Society Standard, 75¢. each). 


Wholesale and R. etal Send for Pri 2ce- L ist, 
ve Ez HASTINGS & arr CO; 
—— DEALERS IN—— 
UT. S. and Foreign Postage Stamps, 
P..O. Box)509, HARTFORD, CONN 


Ceylon stamps. a specialty, {Agents wanted |to 
sell. approval sheets at 25 per. cent commission. 











Good reference wanted. 
UL S, DEPARTMENT STAMPS. 

New Used New Used 
9 Agri’l, complete, $5.50 ....- f War . $ .20 3 .10 
10 Interior, s POU RES ak eV Onees Sool esta, vtonan 30. .20 
AG uatices dss ig acrry 4.00 10 AO wa ives <pae D 45 bo 
DiNavy?: ose 5 eS cas 11 “ complete . 1.00 .75 
ll * complete. 4.50 4.00 7-Treasury : .- o+ 0 sete 15 
10 Post Office,** 250 1.25 +) ep Ree ero ee teh 25 
Ti Stet@rae ts ox ai lig ieee Oakes 10 Le cle ardiacig ss 50 
i ago Datars 1210 | feaiaaemmragaar Ss. | orien Le eg complete, 3.50. 1.25 


FOREIGN STAMPS on approval at 35% discount. Send for 
Price List U.S. Stamps. MI. K. VILLES, Boston, Mass. 


Van IRVING BOND, 
i DEALER IN 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 


POSTAGE STAMPS. 


Approval sheets at 33'4 per cent. commission to 
responsible parties. Price ‘list free. 
263 Sumner Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


100 FORBIGN STAMPS, xis zit Sat 
dress on receipt of 5 cents. 


GEO. H. RICHMOND, 
210 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 








STAMPS on approval to responsible parties. 4 varieties 
of B. & O. Tel.7. N. E. CARTER, Delavan, 
| Wis. 











| 

| AN old letter, written before stamp era, containing rare 
old postmarks and curious values, sent postpaid, re- 

| ceipt of 20c. S. M. SAVIDGE, box 472, Pottstown, Pa. 


APPROVAL SESW Sinan Ses Roe eens ay 


C A R 8) Ss Set of Scrap Pictures, one 
checker board, and large sample book of 








HIDDEN NAME CARDS and _ Agent’s outfit, all for only 
two cents, (CAPITAL | CARD C1 COMPANY, Columbus, Ohio. 


4 4K FONT OF SOLID RUBBER TYPE, 1 Boitle in- 
delible Ink, 1 Ink Pad and Distrib puter, I 
Nickled Brass Type Holder, 1 Pair of Tweezers. Allina 
nice Box and sent post paid for 50 cents. Address— 
GEO. R. BLAKELY, 
Bradford, McKean ‘Co.; (Par 


Wyckoff’s Phonographic Institute, 


ITHACA, N.Y. 


| -Weshatiin Reporting Practically Taught 
! Correspondence Solicited. 
Remington Type- Writers and Supplies 














LAD AGENTS clear $150 Monthly with my 
new Rubber Undergarment, for ladies only. 
| Proof Free. MRS. H. F. LY TTLE, Chicago. IH. 





Meng wo Wb ids 





